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EP

A UNIFIED TREATMENT OF EDGE-GUIDED WAVES

INTRODUCTION

In the past 7 years more than 45 papers have been published on the theory and
application of edge-guided waves (EGW).* During this period, EGW multi-octave isolators
[1-4], circulators [5-6], phase shifters [7], and distributed amplifiers [8] were con-
structed and used in operational systems.

Edge-guided waves are electromagnetic waves guided by the RF conductor edge of a
ferrite stripline or microstrip circuit magnetized perpendicularly to the ground plane
[2,91. In the case of a rectilinear edge, EGWs are associated with a strong nonreciprocal
transverse field displacement effect (TFDE) [2,3,8,10,11].

Edge-guided wave propagation characteristics, like many other propagation phenom-
ena, are best studied on the basis of their dispersion diagrams. However, when EGWs
became of interest in 1970, no such diagrams were available in the literature even for the
simplest related surface-wave structures, such as a slab of ferrite or a ferrite-air interface.
To the author's knowledge, it was only in 1971 [10] that the dispersion curves of
surface-wave propagation along a ferrite-air interface were published and the opposite
sense of phase propagation of magnetostatic and magnetodynamic waves was recognized.
Furthermore, not until 1973 [12] was the complete set of dispersion curves calculated
for a ferrite slab in vacuum and the existence regions of the various possible modes studied
in detail.

The reason for the dearth of information on the propagation aspects of the non-
reciprocal TFDE was probably that such information was not needed to design practical
TFDE devices. For EGW devices, on the other hand, the situation was completely
different: from the very beginning, it was evident that a good EGW isolator or circulator
could not possibly have been built without knowledge of the broadband propagation
characteristics of EGWs, along both rectilinear and curved edges.

Most of the EGW research in the past 5 years [13] has therefore dealt with propaga-
tion aspects of the TFDE in various structures. This report brings together the results of
theoretical work on EGW propagation that had been scattered over a vast body of
literature; it also presents some unpublished results obtained by the author and his co-
workers. The material is presented in a plain fashion and with the aim of striking a good
balance between the physical aspects of the phenomena and their mathematical trestment.

*There is a general bibliography at the end of this report.

Manuscript received July 13, 1977.

Dr. de Santis is a consultant in microwave magnetics at NRL. His permanent affiliation is with the Faculty
of Engineering, Electrical Engineering Department, Institute of Electrotechnics, Via Claudio 21, Naples,
Italy.
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This report is divided into eight sections. The first two focus on some basic con-
cepts, such as the partially magnetized state of the ferrite substrate and the higher order
mode propagatio'n that may exist in conjunction with EGW propagation. Both subjects
are relevant in the construction of low-loss, unimodal EGW devices.

Sections 3 and 4 deal with calculation of the dispersion diagrams relative to uni-
directional waves, as well as TFDE modes in various geometries. This background pro-
vides the basis for understanding EGW propagation in rectilinear circuits. Particular
attention is given to effects of the "impedance" boundary conditions and of magnetic
losses. Both'effects impose the most important limitations on the achievement of broad-
band EGW devices.

The fifth section compares the propagation characteristics of magnetostatic and
magnetodynamic waves.

The sixth, seventh, and eighth sections focus on the broadbanding of EGWs by
dielectric loading of the guiding edge, on EGW propagation along circular boundaries, and
on the effect of fringing fields in EGW microwave integrated circuits (MICs).

The last two sections are of relevance in understanding the performance of EGW
circulators in the MIC version.

A number of problems remain open for future research in the EGW area. Some of
the most important of them are

1. Relationship between MIC broadband junction circulators and EGW circulators

2. The EGW propagation in inhomogeneous magnetic biases

3. Millimeter-wave EGW propagation.

PARTIALLY MAGNETIZED FERRITES SUBJECT
TO MAGNETIC LOSSES

Although most microwave scientists are already familiar with the p tensor charac-
terization of ferrites, we believe that it is worthwhile recalling a number of points. The
algebraic sign convention for p entries, for the behavior of p as a function of the applied
DC magnetic field in the partially magnetized state, and for the introduction of the
ferromagnetic resonance linewidth are perhaps the most important subjects dealt with in
this section.

The algebraic sign of the off-diagonal components of pi is of great importance
because it affects many nonreciprocal phenomena that occur in magnetized ferrites. More
specifically, in ferrite structures magnetized perpendicularly to the direction of propaga-
tion, the sense of the nonreciprocal TFDE depends on such an algebraic sign. Therefore,
it helps to state from the very beginning the sign convention used throughout this report.

2
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Here we adopt the sign convention introduced by D. M. Bolle and L. Lewin [14].
According to this convention, a ferrite medium, saturated along the coordinate z-axis by
a DC magnetic field Ho, is characterized by magnetic permeability 'Uol, t given by [15] 1

/~~~~~~~~~
111 - Pl2 °\ C

Plops PI-O 2 pA 0 , (1)
o 0

with ou' the magnetic permeability of vacuum, and, in the absence of magnetic losses,

-2 - (W2 + WO(m)
=Si , (2)

W,2 _ 2;
0

wwm
112 ' (3)

W2 _co2
0

113=1, (4)

where w is the operation radian frequency that appears in the time dependence exp(jwt)
of all the field quantities, wo = yHo, y = 2.8 (MHz/Oe) is the gyromagnetic ratio, and
Wm = -y4irMs is the saturation magnetization. The tensor in Eq. (1), that refers to an
unbounded ferrite medium saturated along the z-axis is sometimes referred to as Polder's
tensor. The saturation phenomenon is represented by the fact that P3 = 1. If the ferrite
is not magnetized to saturation, some domain structure is still present within it. Under
these circumstances, the A tensor retains the form in Eq. (1) but different expressions
must be used for its entries. They were calculated by J. Green and coworkers [16] to be

A1 =dem + ( 1 -dem) (47rM '(5)\4 i rMS) 5

'y4irM
A2 W (6)

= (Po) )[1-(4irM/4lrMs) 5 12]

Adem = + 2 [1- (-)2]1(8)

and 4irM is the average magnetization of the ferrite.

In the following, this tensor is indicated by ApM where PM stands for partially
magnetized. Unfortunately, in a planar circuit, 47rM cannot be measured so easily as the
applied magnetic field Ho. In fact, it is usually measured by ballistic techniques. There-
fore, an analytical relation between Ho and 47rM is of great utility. Obviously, this rela-
tion should vary from ferrite to ferrite because it depends on the shape of the hysteresis

3
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Fig. 1 - (a) 4irM vs Ho curve for low Ho
values; (b) approximate relations

cycle at low Ho values (see Fig. la). In practice the following two simplified, linear
relations [17] are used for planar ferrite devices with demagnetizing factors N, = Ny = 0,
N, = 1:

Ho = 4irM,

47rMR
H° = 41rM4 lTMs 4 M

where 47rMR is the residual magnetization (see Fig. lb).

In these devices, internal magnetic field Hi is given by

Hi = Ho - 47rMS,

and p is given by Eqs. (1) and (4), with C0 = yHi.

When Ho = 47rMs, from Eq. (11), Hi = 0 and p becomes

-j
'is = )W

0 o

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
1m O

1 0 .

O 1

4

4nM S

a)
4nMR I

0

4nM

4nM0

b) 4nMR
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P.

One nice feature of the choice Ho = 4irM is that if one crosses the Ho = 4lrMS
boundary moving from the saturated state (Hi -+ 0, Ho > 4lrMs) toward the unsaturated
state (Ho < 47rMs) the Polder tensor ius transforms smoothly into the .upM tensor. In
fact, when Ho = 47rMs, 4TrM = 47rMs and ApM reduces to Eq. (12).

e
So far we have not discussed the limits of validity of the lossless model. For the

ApM tensor, one readily recognizes from Eq. (8).that Adem is real when C > Com. For
C < Cm, yPM becomes a complex quantity and correctly represents a physical situation
characterized by the so-called "low-field" losses.

The low-field losses are related to the existence of the domain structure within the
ferrite [18] and are different from the "magnetic" losses of the saturated ferrite, which
are associated with damping of the precessional motion of the electron spins. These
magnetic losses may be taken into account by a suitable parameter AH, the ferromagnetic
resonance linewidth, which can be introduced into the A tensor by substituting for C0 the
complex quantity Co0 + jfy AH/2. Typically for polycrystalline YIG A.H is 25 Oe,'and,
for YIG single crystals, AH goes down as low as a few tenths of an oersted.

To show at which values of co and Ho low-field losses and magnetic losses are
encountered in a practical ferrite MIC circuit, we have shown in Fig. 2 the experimental
mode charts (Ho vs co) of a 3-cm MIC disk resonator deposited on a YIG substrate 0.6-mm
thick, magnetized perpendicularly to the ground plane. The results reported in this
figure were obtained by the author from observations of the transmission frequency
spectrum of the resonator at fixed values of Ho. The shaded regions indicate that for
those particular values of Ho and co the resonances were damped by some loss mechanism
and could not be measured. From this chart, it is apparent that low-field losses are

'11 IC' I , 
3 ol h.r 0 0 0

o 0 o
I ()!i'~i .i ,A

2.5 0 0- , : :' 0

2 ' 3 SATURATED
0

4,,M S --- °- -0-°--°- -- '_ '_ 
o 0 0 0

1.5- 0 0 0 0
0 0 0

PARTIALLY
0 0 0 MAGNETIZED

1 LOW-FIELD 0 0 0
LOSSES

0 0 0

0 0 0
.5 0 0 0

y4rM S 0 0 0

O 3 I 5 I
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 coIGHzI

Fig. 2 - Mode chart of a ferrite MIC disk resonator
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localized in the Ho < 4irMs, C < y47rMs region, while magnetic losses are localized in the
vicinity of points where the effective magnetic permeability Aeff = (21 - U2)/p1 of the
substrate becomes exceedingly large (infinite in the lossless case).

In what follows, extensive use is made of Brillouin diagrams, i.e., co vs wavenumber
diagrams, with Cw0 Corn, and er fixed. In conjunction with that, it is helpful to know
the behavior of pu as a function of frequency, other quantities being fixed.

Figure 3 shows the frequency dependence of i1l, Pu2 and of such characteristic
quantities as Peff and P2 /P.4 for a numerical case which is typical of EGW propagation at
X-band frequencies. It refers to a YIG (47rM, = 1780 Oe) slab, magnetized perpendicularly
to its faces (N, = 1) by an external DC magnetic field Ho = 3780 Oe (Hi = 2000 Oe).
In Fig. 3 in addition to the numerical results, the analytical expressions of the zeros and
infinities of the various quantities have been provided. This information allows one to
anticipate the qualitative behavior of the curves should either co0 or wm be changed.
Note that C0 in Fig. 3 is equal to (wyHi, i.e., -y(Ho - 47rMs). Therefore in terms of
external DC magnetic field Ho, the characteristic frequencies become

CA = ly(Ho - 47rM5 ), (13)

CB = y(H2 -_Ho 4rMS) 1 /2 ,

cC = yHo.

(14)

(15)

From Fig. 3 one sees that peff < 0 for (wo2 + CO0om )112 < C < Co0 + COmr. Most of
the phenomena of interest occur at frequencies either within or in the vicinity of this
frequency band.

I

1 2 3 4 5 16

I I I 1 ~~~~~~~~I

e Hi = 2 kOo

I

I

* _i
7 _I IA -_ __ 

a ..

... ctof~o 1 'Al' 1 1 I . I
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D ./ (OA9=(to
_ | { | i (° ~~B = V.;
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a0 !I I

78 kOe
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- n1 (GHzI 
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Fig. 3 - Frequency behavior of 41 I 'U21 P2 /PI I neff' for a
YIG slab with Hi = 2 kOe
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ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVE PROPAGATION
IN AN UNBOUNDED FERRITE

Dispersion Diagrams for z-Independent Fields ret

The Maxwell's equations for a time harmonic exp(jCot) electromagnetic field
propagating in the ferrite medium described in the first section are

V X h jeoere, (16)

V X e -7jCop0 h. (17)

If an x, y, z rectangular system of coordinates is introduced, and if it is assumed
that H = iH 0 together with a traveling wave dependence along the y-axis of the type
exp(- ji3yy), then (Eqs. (16) and (17) in component form read

ahy
-ijoyhz - a- = jwoeoerex (18)

ah- ahx
-a + -= eoe'ey (19)ax az joOry

ahy
ax +jy hx= jCoeoerez, (20)

aey
-joyez -a = -)Copo(pjhx -jP 2 hy), (21)

aeZ aex

ax z -jCoPiP 2hx +ulhy), (22)

aey
ax j -yex jC= 4 oP3 hz. (23)ax+j3e

From this system of equations one recognizes that in the special case of a
z-independent electromagnetic field; i.e. a[ ] /az = 0, ez is a function of only hx and hy
and dually hz is a function of only ex and e,. This is equivalent to saying that, under
those circumstances, two independent three-equation systems exist: one made up by
Eqs. (18), (19), and (23) and the other by Eqs. (20), (21), and (22). From a physical
point of view, this means that pure TMz- (eZ hx, hy) and TEZ (hz, ex, ey) modes
exist. However, the p tensor components enter only the equations representative of the
TM, mode; i.e., only the TMz modes are affected by the magnetic anisotropy of the
medium. In studying these modes, it is convenient to regard ez as a scalar potential that
satisfies a wave equation and from which hx and hy may be derived. To do that, one
can rewrite Eqs. (21) and (22) as follows:

7
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e._ * (24)

P2 I \hy} ae|

CoPo ax

to get

hX = p~p ff 1ye +-P a - (25)

h = ; +- ; e)OY (26)
hy WPO Meff ax P1

which substituted into Eq. (20) yield the following wave equation for e_:

a2e 2

ax2 + (C EOer/IO eff - 3)ez 0. (27)

A traveling wave solution of Eq. (27) is

e (x) exp(- jgx)

with

1x = p~Er eff -y

P2 =co2e0 p0 . (28)

The corresponding Brillouin diagram is shown in Fig. 4. It indicates the frequency
bands where unattenuated propagation may occur. It also indicates that in the lower
passband for co close to Coh = (Co2 + CoOCom )112, phase velocity co/o may attain very low
values because A3 becomes exceedingly large. At this point, one should be very careful in
accepting the validity of the classical, lossless electrodynamic model for the ferrite
medium. It happens, in fact, that if magnetic losses are introduced into the .analysis the
numerical value of 13 is heavily affected by these losses just for co C oh. In other words,
if magnetic losses are present, 13 = 1' + j1", with 1' < - at C = Coh (see Fig. 3). If one
is dealing with a very good ferrite material with very low magnetic losses (e.g., a single
crystal), other phenomena may set in to limit the numerical value of 13 at coh. Inter-
action with elastic waves supported by the crystal reticle or with exchange waves sup-
ported by the electron spin system may be two such phenomena.

8
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(o01 C..=CONST.

LOSSLESS FERRITE /i= V [3x + Py
LOSSY FERRITE

Fig. 4 - Dispersion diagram for TM, modes in an unbounded
ferrite with and without magnetic losses

Mode Coupling for z-Dependent Fields

So far we have considered z-independent fields. In practice, they may exist in a
parallel plate waveguide completely filled with ferrite. If the plate separation is smaller
than a critical value, the higher order modes are cut off and the z-independent modes are
the only ones to propagate. A quantitative evaluation of such a critical value is there-
fore of great practical importance. Theoretically, it implies the solution of the associated
boundary value problem and the calculation of the lowest cutoff frequency of the
z-dependent modes.

In this section, we shall not solve any boundary value problem. This will be done in
the fourth section. Here, we concentrate on the structure of a z-dependent electro-
magnetic (EM) field in an unbounded ferrite and demonstrate that it is possible to extract
considerable information from Maxwell's equations before imposing any boundary con-
ditions. In particular, it will be demonstrated that in case of z-dependence -

1. The electromagnetic field cannot be separated in TM, and TE, fields.

2. All the electromagnetic field components may be derived from two scalar
potentials: ez and hz.

3. The potentials ez and hz satisfy two coupled wave equations.

4. A consequence of the "coupling" is that for one value of the wavenumber along
the z-axis, e.g., iz, two values exist for the wavenumber transverse to the z-axis.

9
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5. For each value of the transverse wavenumber (eigenvalue), there exists a "partial"
field (eigenfunction). Both e. and h, are expressed as a superposition of two partial
fields.

6. Stationary solutions are possible along the z-axis.

To investigate the structure of the electromagnetic field, we find it convenient to
begin by separating both the e and h fields into transversal and longitudinal components
with respect to the z-direction, as follows:

e = et +izez, (29)

h=ht +izhz (30)

Here subscript t indicates that the vector lies in a plane perpendicular to the z-direction.
Furthermore, let

V = Vt - -i3zA (31)

(32)

with

Mt *ht= Plht + P2Az X ht. (33)

Let us now write Maxwell's equations in terms of their longitudinal and transversal
components. To do that, let us cross and dot-multiply iz into Eqs. (16) and (17) to
obtain

z * Vt X ht = joEOErez 

i X e = -j oI8olhz-Z*, Yt t3 9

Vthz + j1zht = jw6oeerz X et,

Vtez + j-zet = -jo)Ho(pliz X ht -j2-dt).

(34)

(35)

(36)

-(37)

Equations (36) and (37) and the same equations cross-multiplied by iz yield a rela-
tion between the transversal and the longitudinal components of e and h, which can be

I suitably cast in matrix form as follows:

/- i13z

0

POP 1

0 0 jCoe0er ht Vthz

-i A -jiCop0 1 0 et V= ez
- . ~~~~(38)

-jeoe~er -i A 0 . z X ht * X Vthz

0 - o10 p2 - \ X e X Vte

10
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Inversion of the 4 X 4 matrix yields the transversal components in terms of the
longitudinal ones:

/et \ md m1 m2 M3 Vtez

in \ m5 md m4 im2 Vthz
(39)

izzX et | m2 -M3 md ml1 z X Vtez (9

\Z Xht h -m 4 -im 2 ms 5 L XVthZ

where

= A-1 - j3(ep 2 2)I,

i 3 = A1-j[_op 0p1 (j32 I3 OEr~eff)I ' 

Md4 = -1 [7Coeoer(I32 - zErli)] 

in5 = A1 (Ce 013Oerjp2 )

Ml = CJA3E0i112 Z) leff

4 -. 0 #,orl ie lel 

To find the two coupled wave equations for ez and hz, one has to take the trans-
versal divergence of Eqs. (36) and (37), and then use divergence equations

Vt et=jBzez, (40)

lVt-ht + jP2Vt'-iz X ht - j 3130zhz = 0, (41)

in conjunction with Eqs. (34),, (35), and (38). As a result, the following system of two
coupled wave equations is obtained:

(Vt2I T) 7^) ' (42)

where

|130Ereff - 13 z j13PCop 3 2 T11 T12

T-- ------ P. _ (43)

_ ~xor 'U 3 Ioler - z l T21 , 22

11
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and

I /1 ( ,)

Note that Eq. 42 can be regarded as a system of two wave equations coupled together
by the off-diagonal terms of matrix T.

If T is diagonalized, Eq. (42) reduces to two independent second-order differential
equations that can be solved in the same manner as for the isotropic case. In general, it
is not possible to diagonalize a matrix with complex elements. For the moment, let us
therefore limit ourselves to the lossless case so that the elements of T are either real or
imaginary. Under these circumstances, diagonalization of T can be achieved by perform-
ing a similarity transformation using a nonsingular, space-invariant matrix operator R,
such that

Rh (2 (44)

so that Eq. (42) becomes

(V2 + R-1 *T * R)( ) . (45)

It is now required that 01,2 satisfy two uncoupled wave equations. This is possible
if

R-1 * T - R =Tr, (46)

where T is diagonal matrix

t ° T2) (47)

Let us rewrite the condition of Eq. (46) as

T - R T r (48)

or, in explicit form,

{(T1l - T2) R 11 + T12R21 0
2) (49)

lT21R11 + (T22 - T)21 0

fT,, - T2) R1 2 + T12R22 = 0

T + (T. 2 T 2 (50)i 21R12 +(22 - 2)R22 = °

12
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From Eqs. (49) and (50), it is apparent that r21,2 are the eigenvalues of the matrix;
i.e., they are the roots of the determinant equation

(T1 1 - r2 )(T 2 2 - T2) - T1 2 T2 1 = 0. (51)

Furthermore, from Eq. (49), one finds

(52)rR21 = hjR

1 =r2 _Thl = T1
o 1 (53)

while, from Eq. (50),

rR22 = h2R12

1"2 2 T
h2 = r=- 11 2 22

T12 T2 - T22

Therefore, matrix R, which diagonalizes matrix T, is given by

RR
R =R

R12\
h2R12 '

(56)

where R11 and R12 are two arbitrary quantities. In the literature, various
for these two quantities. Perhaps the most used are

choices exist

1. R 1 1 = R 1 2 1

2. R 11 = rT2 R 1 2 ,T2

With the first choice, scalar potentials ez and h, are given by

e =01 +02

{h F= h101 + h2 O2

where "partial fields" 01 and 02 satisfy the uncoupled wave equations

{ V 2 +T2l =0

Vt202 + T2202 = °

(57)

(58)

13
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with T2 defined by Eq. (51), i.e., via Eq. (43):1,2

2rT2 -1z (1 + 0L) +1+Er(Peff+1)

- 13~E.(P~g413212~2/ 2 21/2

+{[-Z (1- i o)er(+ e 1 -fzo40rj )J'(59)

Note that 01 and 02, even though they are functions of eigenvalues T1 and r2 , do not
represent the "modes" of a particular z-dependent boundary value problem. In fact, the
boundary conditions appropriate to a particular boundary value problem are imposed on
and satisfied by the "total" EM field components. Functions 01 and 02 do not individ-
ually satisfy such boundary conditions.

For a given set of values of co, Co, cor er, it is enlightening to plot Eq. (59) as a
curve on a O., vs r coordinate plane. Figures 5a and 5b refer to the ferrite medium
described in Fig. 3. The operation frequency is co = 4 GHz (Peff > 0) and 9 GHz
(/eff < 0), respectively. A normalization to 01o/Jr has been used. In Fig. 5b the squared
wavenumbers plotted as T2 may assume negative values. It will be proven later in this
paragraph that r2 < 0 is a sufficient condition for Oi to be a nonoscillatory function of
transverse coordinate x. Obviously, the shape of these curves depends on the numerical
values of p1, and P 2.

From Fig. 5 it is apparent that, for a given value of 9, two values of r exist which
may both be real, one real and the other imaginary, or both imaginary. The numerical
value of 13 is fixed by the boundary conditions along the z-axis.' Once r1 and T2 are
found, a relation between transversal wavenumbers /3x and Px2 is found. In fact, referr-
ing to a rectangular system of coordinates and assuming that

01 (x, y) exp j(gxlx + bevy), (60)
and.

02 (x, y) exp (Nx 2'x + gy - (61)

from Eq. (56) one finds

g2 + p2 = rl2 (62)

12 + = r2 (63)'

Hence,

p32 (:2 r2 2 (64)x1' x21 I 2' 64
The other relation necessary to determine O,1 and Px2 is obtained by imposing the
boundary conditions along the x-axis. In general, these boundary conditions are imposed
on the z and y (tangential) components of the electric and magnetic field; e.g., ez/hy or
ey /h are forced to be equal to some sort of "impressed" impedance. Therefore, it is
useful to derive the y components of the electromagnetic field from ez and hz using Eq.
(39). A straightforward application of this formula yields

14
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2

O=4GHz
1 =2.81
I 2= -1 .29

p ~ff= 2,218 1.23

1

Co.= 9G Hz
I11=0.43
1X2=0° 9

14ef = -1.42

Fig. 5- 1,3 vs T curves (a) for Peff > 0 and (b) for 1eff < 0.
The caret ^ indicates normalization to Poo ,

aeZ ahz, ae,
e= mId a + ml + M2 ax

ahZ

ax '

aez ahz aeZ

hy m5 Ty + md ay + M4 - + m2

where ez and hz are defined by Eqs. (57) and (58).

(65a)

ahz

ax , (66a)

ez [A1 exp(- j1lx)+ A2 exp(j13lx)+ A3 exp(-j1x 2 x)+ A4 exp(j1x2x)I exp(-j1yy)

(65b)

hz {h 1[Al exp(-jgxlx) +A 2 exp(jox1x)] +h 2 [A3 exp(-jg32x) +A 4 exp(jgx2x)I}

exp(-j 3yy) * (66b)
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Fig. 6 - Dependence of 01 spatial
behavior on the algebraic sign of 72

Fig. 7 - Geometry associated with a ferrite-
air interface

As far as the z-dependence of ez and hZ is concerned, it is to be noted that if j,3 is
changed into -13, in the expression of r2 , T1 ,2 do not change their values. This means
that e,(x, y) (or hz(x, y)) can "travel" in opposite directions along the z-axis with the
same phase velocity; i.e., stationary solutions may exist along the z-axis. Therefore, the
z-dependence of e, and h, may be expressed as a linear combination of, sine and cosine
terms. This, in turn, also means that the transversal components et and ht may assume
the same type of z-dependence. They are in fact obtained from ez and hZ by means of
transversal operators that do not alter the z-dependence. While the square of longitudinal
propagation constant 132 is always a positive quantity, p13 and p2 2 may be positive or
negative, indicating either oscillatory or nonoscillatory solutions for partial fields 0i. In
general, a nonreciprocal TFDE is associated with nonoscillatory Oi. More specifically, by
rewriting Eqs. (62) and (63) as Maxi = Ti - 13j, one finds the situation shown in Fig. 6.
From this figure, it is apparent that T4 < 0 is a sufficient condition for Oi to be non-
oscillatory.

UNIDIRECTIONAL INTERFACE WAVES

In the previous paragraph we studied free propagation in an unbounded ferrite
medium. Let us now study a simple example of guided wave propagation perpendicular
to the DC magnetic field: the propagation of guided waves along a ferrite-air interface i}
(see Fig. 7). In the following, these waves are called "interface waves" to emphasize that
their existence is related strictly to the existence of an interface between the ferrite and
some external medium. For the geometry of Fig. 7, we want e_ to have an exp(- jpyy)
along y and to satisfy radiation condition at x e A. Therefore, we choose ez with an
x-dependence of the type

ez(x) = A exp(- CzxaX) (axa, Oxa > 0, x >,0),

ez(x) = B exp(ctXfx) (a°2 f, CaXf >0, X < 0).

,i . ;: f(67y'

(68)
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Fig. 8 - Dispersion diagram for interface waves

Substitution of Eq. (68) into the wave Eq. (27) and Eq. (67) into Eq. (27),special-
ized to the case of an air medium (er = Jeff = 1) shows a,,, and aXf must satisfy the
following conditions:

*13 - Ctf = 3nEr-eff, , (69)

lay 3- ea = 1329 -, ,
Sinc boh a f a d a.mus berea a pe g w e

since both ap~ and °a,, must be real and positive, guided waves exist only when

e2 > p0e p ~ff 

2 >p2

(70)

(71)

(72)

On the C vs gy diagram of Fig. 8, these two inequalities are satisfied in'the shaded
regions.

Let us now impose the usual electromagnetic boundary conditions at x = 0, express-
ing the continuity -of both the electric and magnetic field's tangential components:

.! ,: ', eZ(O+) =, e(O-), .r : : (73)

-hy(O+) =hy(O-). ' 74)

Here + and -, respectively, indicate that ez and h are in air and in the ferrite medium.
Substitution of the appropriate expressions in Eqs. (73) and (74) yields

- A =B, (75)

17
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iAax2 -B ( (76)
Co/I0 Co/IO/Ieff \ )

whose determinantal equation is

g3y - H (a'xoeff + eaxf). (77)

Equation (77), in conjunction with Eqs. (69) and (70), allows one to calculate
dispersion relation C as a function By and to draw the corresponding dispersion curves on
a Brillouin diagram. Unfortunately, this can be done only by computer for numerical
cases of interest. When this is done, [10-11] one sees that the dispersion curve is made
up by two branches (see Fig. 8). 1 One branch is in the co, By > 0 quadrant and presents
a horizontal asymptote at co = Coo + Cm /2. The other branch is in the C, By < 0
quadrant and extends between two limit points located on the By = go and By
Bo(erPeff )112 curves (points B and A in Fig. 8).

As is common in the study of anisotropic waveguides, it is convenient to consider
the two branches as representative of two different modes of propagation. The mode
represented by the dispersion curve with the horizontal asymptote may be called a
modified magnetostatic mode. The other mode may be called the magnetodynamic mode
or ferrite-dielectric mode. The reason for these denominations will become apparent
later on, after discussion of the magnetostatic approximation.

In Fig. 8, note how the two modes have opposite phase velocities and how the
ferrite-air interface behaves as a "nonreciprocal" structure in frequency range (Co +
COorm )1/2 < co < co + Cr /2 and as a "unidirectional" structure in frequency range
Co0 + Com /2 < co < C 2 . Furthermore, note how inversion of the DC magnetic field
direction would put the modified magnetostatic branch in the second quadrant of Fig. 8.
and the magnetodynamic branch in the first quadrant. The same thing would happen if
one keeps Ho unaltered and interchanges the ferrite region with the air region in Fig. 8
(see Fig. 9).

Let us now consider the case of a ferrite semispace backed by a layer of surface
reactance X,. In this case, the boundary conditions at x = 0 require

ez,(O)
hy ) s, (78)

and Eq. (77) becomes

gy Peff +f (79ef + )
IJ2 XSf) 79

18
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Fig. 9 - Changes in the dispersion diagram as the ferrite and air semispaces
are interchanged

Comparison of this equation with Eq. (77) reveals that for the ferrite-air interface
XS= - Co/I0 a. For the special cases of X, = 0 (i.e., perfect electric wall) and Xs = 00

(i.e., perfect magnetic wall), one finds that Eq. (79) respectively-reduces to

(i) peff = 0; i.e., Cd =Do + Cor

(ii) Xf = - - 1 1y; i.e., fly = ±,1O(er /i)'12.

(80)

(81)

Equation (80) is represented by a horizontal line in a Brillouin diagram; therefore,
no RF energy transport is associated with this situation. Equation (81) is represented in
Fig. 10. Also in this case, the dispersion curve is a two-branched curve and the two
branche's are in different quadrants. The two quadrants can be'identified readily if one
recalls that aXf must always be real and positive; therefore, the followinginequalitiesX
must hold:

P2 > 0 J
/-1 W> >Wi

PY < 0

-2 <0
>0 1

gy >0 .

Comparison of Figs. 10 and 8 allows one to make a number of observations. One funda-
mental observation is that the Xs - °° (perfect magnetic wall) condition has caused the
modified magnetostatic branch to lower to the 0 < C < w0 frequency range and has
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moved the upper cutoff frequency of the magnetodynamic mode to infinity. Further-
more, it has transformed the structure to a completely "unidirectional" one. In fact,
there is no frequency range where the opposite directed modes may simultaneously
propagate. There are only two passbands: the high-passband of the magnetodynamic
mode and the low-passband of the modified magnetostatic mode, with no overlapping
between the two.

One additional observation is that the lower cutoff frequency of the magnetodynamic
mode is coi=(Co + CoOCorn )1/2 with coo = yHi. Therefore, if Hi 0, So is very close
to zero and the magnetodynamic mode has a passband that goes from almost zero to
infinity. At the same time, the modified magnetostatic mode disappears. In fact, it
propagates from zero frequency to co = Co. More precisely, by introducing Eq. (12) for
p into Eq. (81) for aXf and Ry, one finds

By = ± g3 o XC,

ax f =-m eo er/I0 .

(82)

(83)

This result can only be obtained if the following three conditions are simultaneously
verified:

1. Perfect magnetic wall at x = 0

2. Ferrite without low-field losses

3. Hi = 0.

In practice, the first two conditions cannot be completely satisfied. The interface
wave will be guided by an interface with 0 < Xs < ° and low-field losses will be present
when Co < Cm. As a result, upper and lower cutoff frequencies will always exist in the
passband of an actual interface wave.

fly

Fig. 10 - Dispersion diagram for interface waves along a
perfect magnetic wall

20
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Fig. 11 - Geometry associated with a ferrite slab in air

GUIDED WAVE PROPAGATION IN FERRITE STRUCTURES

Ferrite Slab with General Impedance Boundary Conditions;
Characteristic Equations for z-Independent Modes

Let us consider the ferrite slab of Fig. 11 and study the z-independent TM, (TEY)
modes that propagate without attenuation along the y-axis, with a dependence of the type
exp(- ipyy) where py2 > 0. The slab geometry can be obtained formally from Fig. 7 by
introducing an additional ferrite-air interface at x = -W. This indicates that the analysis
may proceed as done previously for the semi-infinite ferrite medium, i.e., by choosing
"suitable" solutions of wave Eq. (27) in the various regions and then applying boundary
conditions. Suitable solutions mean that electric field ez(x) must satisfy radiation condi-
tions at Wxi = °° and is a linear combination of either trigonometric or hyperbolic func-
tions in - W < x < 0. Therefore,

ezl(x) = A exp(otxax) (x < - W), (84)

e (X) = B cos OXfx + C sin 13Xfx (85)
B cosh axfxx + C sinh aXf x

ez3(x) = D exp(- xax) (x > 0), (86)

with uXf, Oxf real and uxe real and positive. The quantities A, B, C, and D are arbitrary
amplitude constants. Substitution of Eqs. (84) and (85) into wave Eq. (27) yields the
following relationships between transversal and longitudinal wavenumbers:

a~a =32 0 >0, (87)

I3xf = 1Oerdeff -13 1 >0, (88)

tx!f = py2 _ Eref (89)
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These inequalities indicate that the circular functions are appropriate when
f3~, < ,B0 (er~ff)1/ 2 and the hyperbolic functions when gy > go(epeff)1/ 2. Since, in the
former case, e_(x) displays an oscillatory behavior within the slab, the modes may be
referred to as "volume" modes. In the latter case, e,(x) is nonoscillatory, and the modes
are labeled as "surface" modes. However, later in this section it will be shown that this
is not a satisfactory mode classification. In fact, different "volume" or "surface" modes
exist; therefore, a more detailed classification is needed. Let us now impose the usual
electromagnetic boundary conditions of x = - W, 0:

e,1(- W) = eZ2 (- W),

hy1 (- W) = hy2( ( W),

ez2(0) = ez3(0),

hy2(0)= h=3(0),

and recognize that hy can be obtained from ez via Eq. (26). We then obtain a system of
four homogeneous equations in the unknowns A, B, C, D. Using circular functions for
ez2(X), one finds -

eaxaw

4eff axa

e-axaW

0

0

cos OXfW sint 3 XfW 0

(Oxf sin P.,W Ay sin oxf W
0

+ 2 ,y COS gxfW) xf coS ixf W

0 1

g y Oxfaxa/Ieff

whose' determinantal equation is

2 Mef
; I I . tan oxf W =

- 2

f N
A

B = 0, (91)

LDJ

(92)
f+ (xf )x

xa (Il) gY

When ez2 (x) is expressed in terms of hyperbolic functions, one must replace Pxf by jaX!
and C by - jC in Eq. (91). The determinantal equation then becomesI . .

tanh otXfW '
2 9eff axf axa

(93)

- axf -_ ffa!, + ()2

22
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Fig. 12 - Qualitative dispersion curves for TM, modes in a ferrite slab

Mode Classification Based on the Brillouin Diagram

Equations (92) and (93) in conjunction with Eqs. (87) and (89) allow one to calcu-
late the dispersion relation w = w(Oy) and hence draw the dispersion curves on a Brillouin
diagram. Because of the transcendental character of Eqs. (92) and (93), this can only be
done by computer for specific numerical cases. Figure 12 depicts the behavior of the
dispersion modes in a qualitative manner, retaining however all the salient features of an
exact computer solution. By "salient features," we mean oblique as well as horizontal
asymptotes, cut-off and transition points.

Figure 13 represents the exact dispersion curves calculated for a YIG slab of thick-
ness W = 1 cm (dash and dot line, W = 0.1 cm) with an internal DC magnetic field Hi =
200 Oe. One major advantage of a Brillouin diagram is that it allows one to make an
unambiguous classification of all possible modes guided by the structure. Such informa-
tion is obviously of great importance and may be otherwise difficult to obtain in multi-
modal, open structures such as the one under consideration. The criterion for determin-
ing the various modes and how they differ from one another involves a preliminary
inspection of the dispersion waves and later identification of curves that display the same
behavior and possess the same salient features. Application of this criterion to the specific
case under consideration leads to the following conclusions.

Upon inspection of Fig. 12, one easily recognizes in the region indicated
all dispersion curves enjoy the following properties:

1. Cutoff on the y= 30 line

2. Oblique asymptote at By = 0 A/C

by (1) that
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Fig. 13 - Dispersion curves for TMz modes in a
YIG slab of thickness 1 cm (-) and 0.1 cm
Hi = 220 Oe (from Cables & Trans. 27(4), 416-435
(Oct. 1973)).

3. Close similarity to the TMz dispersion curves relative to an isotropic dielectric
slab (see Fig. 14) of dielectric constant er and thickness W (hereafter referred to as
"limit" isotropic slab).

As a conclusion, it seems natural to say that these curves are representative of TMz
dielectric modes modified by the ferromagnetic properties of the ferrite or, more simply,
that they represent modified dielectric modes. For o >> co, when the ferromagnetic
system is completely out of resonance, Jeff 41 and those modes coincide with the cor-
responding modes of the "limit" isotropic slab.

In region 2 of Fig. 12, only one curve extends from B to A. If one compares this
curve to that in Fig. 8 relative to the semi-infinite model, one recognizes a strong similar-
ity between the two. It is therefore natural to take this curve as representative of a
magnetodynamic ferrite mode. Similar reasoning applies to the curve in region 3. It
represents a modified magnetostatic mode\(see pages 46 to 48). The curves in region 4
might be regarded as the curves of the isotropic slab modified by the presence of the
horizontal asymptote at c = (co + wocom)112 (resonance of pef) However, closer
examination reveals that these curves are heavily affected by the ferromagnetic properties
of the ferrite and are very similar to the dispersion curves of the ferrite volume mode of
other ferrite wave guides. In particular, they display a mode clustering phenomenon in
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Fig. 14 -Dispersion curves for TMz modes in isotropic
dielectric slabs

the vicinity of frequency (Cw2 + Co0m )1/2. Therefore, we prefer to consider them as
representative of new modes that we call ferrite'volume modes. The dotted region
l0y I < So as indicated by the inequality Eq. (87), represents modes with nonreal axa, i.e.,
radiative modes that radiate as they' propagate. These modes are of no concern here.

A possible classification of all discrete modes that propagate without attenuation
along the ferrite slab in Fig. 11 is shown in Table 1. Note how the dispersion curves of
all these modes are symmetrical with respect to the co-axis; i.e., their propagation charac-
teristics do not change when the direction of propagation is reversed. Hence, by defini-
tion, the slab under consideration is a reciprocal structure as far as its propagation charac-
teristics are concerned. The nonreciprocal character of the structure becomes apparent
when the x-dependence of the various field components is considered. For instance, if
one calculates e+(x) for (y > 0 and then e,(x) for [3y < 0, one finds that e+ * e-. This
point will be taken up in more detail in a discussion of the ferrite slab between' two
perfect magnetic walls. The above type of nonreciprocity with a reciprocal propagation
and nonreciprocal transversal field distribution exists as long as the structure surrounding
the ferrite slab enjoys a mirror symmetry with respect to the slab's axial plane x = -w/2.
An asymmetrical loading of one of the two faces also would render the propagation non-
reciprocal (see pages 48 to 52).

Behavior of the Surface Modes as a
Function of Slab Thickness

Let us now analyze in more detail the transition point A on the dispersion diagram
in Fig. 12. The name indicates that at this point a transition occurs between two different
modes. In fact, if one traces along the magnetodynamic curve from low co values toward
high values and one goes through this point, one sees that the magnetodynamic mode,
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Table 1 - Complete Discrete Electromagnetic Spectrum of a Ferrite Slab

Denomination | Cutoff Transition Asymptotes Frequency e (x)
Points j Power jj Range

(1) Modified mir Oblique- Co > cK vol.
dielectric [xf - W y = po1w

CJ > COK.

(2) Magneto- gy f0 Oy gov~ f -e' -B < W < WA Surf.
dynamic X uCOB = tA;

(3) Modified f = 9lyC Horizontal Wii < (0

magnetostatic i = cii Wm ' -m
(a) = WC0+ - t < Wo + Surf.

2 2

(4) Ferrite [. f= Horizontal
volume W

Wj < WK CO = 0o O < co < vOol.

which is surface wave in character, transforms into the modified dielectric mode which
has volume wave fields. This modified dielectric mode, in turn, as co - o0, becomes the
TM_ (or TEy ) with the largest bY (fundamental mode) of an isotropic dielectric slab of
dielectric constant er. It can easily be shown that transition point frequency coA is
dependent on thickness W of the fertite slab. As W -* 0, coA - WK, WK being the fre-
quency at point K in the Brillouin diagram of Fig. 12. This fact indicates that for very
thin slabs the magnetodynamic mode branch gets very close to velocity of light line [3 =

'o. On this line, axa = 0 and the electromagnetic field is no longer guided by the slab.
On the other hand, as the slab thickness becomes bigger and bigger (i.e., W - 00), the
magnetodynamic mode of the slab becomes more and more similar to the magnetodynamic
mode of the ferrite-air interface. More specifically Eq. (93), for W - 00, becomes

lim tanh axf W = 1 =
W-*oo

x Cf -/ff a +

(axf + Aeff axa)2 =

or

2 9eff xf axa

(P2) 2
(94)

( ) 2
(95)
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which splits up into

13y ,=act (aexf + '.effaexa) (96)

and

sy /, (xf + Aeff(xa).. (97)
! ~~~~2

Here Eq. (96) coincides with Eq. (77) and therefore the corresponding Brillouin diagram
is shown in Fig. 8. Equation (97) differs from the previous one because of the minus sign
in front of it. The Brillouin diagram is now obtained from Fig. 8 by interchanging the
curve of the first quadrant with that of the fourth. It is therefore represented by Fig. 9a.
Note how the results shown in Eqs. (96) and (97) may lead to the definition of the sur-
face modes in a ferrite slab as modes that reduce to the interface modes when slab thick-
ness goes to infinity. In like manner, the volume modes of the slab may be defined as
modes that in the limit W - 0o reduce to free plane waves propagating in an unbounded
ferrite medium.

Let us now investigate the behavior of the modified magnetostatic mode dispersion
curves as slab thickness decreases from -0 to zero. When W = 00, this curve has been
studied in the previous section. It originates at the cutoff point

(D -(X + W~cm) 1I2 = Ci'

0 ; 0

0 C

with zero slope and has an horizontal asymptote at =wo + wm /2. When 0 < W < 00,
it can be demonstrated that the cutoff point and the horizontal asymptote both remain
unaltered.

The behavior of the curve for wi < w < W0 + wm /2 may be easily investigated for
large but finite values of y3. Under these circumstances, from Eqs. (87) and (89) one
finds

cU2 Uo2 .f2 '8, ana °lf 1y (98)

and Eq. (93) reduces to

-2 coth by W = t eff + (99)

or

1Y tanh[ 2 1p. (100)
W [2(W2 W0)
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Fig. 15 -Dispersion curves for modified
magnetostatic modes

Putting together this result with the fact that the position of the cutoff point is independent
of W, one obtains the curves in Fig. 15.

Perfect Magnetic Walls: Lossless Case

We considered a semi-infinite ferrite medium backed by a perfect magnetic wall. If
e,(x) of the interface wave is strongly peaked at the wall, this idealized geometry is a good
approximation to a practical circuit of finite width. However, if e,(x) exhibits a slow
transversal decay, the one-wall approximation is not valid. Under these circumstances, the
width of the circuit affects the propagation characteristics and a two-wall or a slab model
approximation is to be used. In this section, we study the TM, modes in a ferrite slab of
width W between two perfect magnetic walls.

Suppose the walls are located at x = - W and x = 0. The characteristic equation can
be found by letting axa = 0 (see Eqs. (78) and (81)) in Eq. (91) to obtain

[[3f + (2) By] sin oxfW O (101)

for volume wave fields and

L -if + ( 2 ) sinh axgW 0 (102)

for surface wave fields.
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Fig. 16- Dispersion curves for TM, modes in a ferrite slab between
perfect magnetic walls

From these equations one finds for 12/914 > 0

ni i
Xflxf n 0,1, 2... (103)

' y 0+1 xf (1t04)
IA2

or via Eqs. (88) and (89)

/3y = ± [ioer~ef (W)2]1 (105)

By,= + j30(6rE)11
2 . (106)

Now, Eq. (105) coincides with Eq. (28) once Pxf is quantized according to the rule
nmr/W (n = 0, 1, 2 ...). Therefore, the dispersion curves are those (solid) in Fig. 16 and
coincide with those of Fig. 4 for n = 0. Note the mode clustering phenomenon for ( -

Wci( < cWi). Equation (106) does not contain W and, in fact, coincides with Eq. (81)
relative to the semi-infinite model. This result should have been expected as long as in the
semi-infinite geometry hy was zero everywhere and therefore the field configuration auto-
matically could satisfy the boundary condition hy = 0 imposed by an additional magnetic
wall. The surface wave dispersion curves are the dashed lines in Fig. 16. Let us now study
the nonreciprocal TFDE in this structure. The nonreciprocal TFDE in a transversally
homogeneous ferrite slab is schematically illustrated in Fig. 17. If e,(x) and e-(x) indicate
the x-distributions of ez associated respectively to the P., > 0 and 13y < 0 cases, the TFDE
can be characterized by the following conditions:
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Fig. 17-Schematic of nonreciprocal transversal
field displacement effect

e+(x) #L e-(x)
XZ1rZ~

* , ,, M M .l. . ' '. 

where xM is the abscissa of ezmax, If the ferrite slab is symmetrically placed'with respect
to x = 0 (i.e., the'perfect magnetic walls are located' at x = ± W/2, the above condition
specializes into

le-(x)l= le+(x) I

M , .M -.. , -

Let us now calculate e*(x) at a fixed frequency and see how the TFDE looks in
our particular case. Let us begin by considering frequency region ( > wi where (P2/91)
> 0. From Eq. (85), we find that for the surface-wave modes,

I ~Ce,(x) = B (cosh axfx + - sinh axfX)
1 (C :1CX )

and from Eq. (91) specialized to the perfect magnetic wall case (i.e., with axa = 0), we
find that

C
B P2 axf

(108)
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Therefore, via Eq. (104)

C - 1 whenOy > 0 (109)
B t 1 when Oy < 0

which yields

ez(x) B exp(T axfx) for [3y Z 0. (110)

This result indicates that e (x) for the surface wave modes inside a ferrite slab between
two perfect magnetic walls coincides with the e,(x) of a semi-infinite geometry (see
Eq. (68)). The x component of the h field is found from Eq. (25) to be

Oyix

where ix is the unit vector in the x-direction. Via Eq. (106), one also finds

x e- e (111)

and, from Eq. (104), hy = 0.

Therefore, the surface wave modes are transverse electromagnetic (TEM), with a
wave impedance given by r .o~y/eoer. The amplitude variations of ez or hx along the
x-axis are shown in Fig. 18a(1) where, for convenience, B is set equal to 1 (or B =

14uo141 eIOer for hx). Fig.; 18a(1) clearly indicates a nonreciprocal TFDE where ezmax (or
hzmax) shifts from x = - W to x = 0 upon inversion of the propagation direction. -How-
ever, one striking feature of these diagrams is that le-(x)l le'(x)l for every x. Obviously,
this result has nothing to do with the TFDE under consideration as long as the relative
amplitudes of the incident and reflected waves depend only on the nature of the longi-
tudinal discontinuities. One can in fact easily demonstrate that this result depends on
the location of the slab with respect to the x = 0 axis and that a symmetrical location
leads to le-(x)l = le+(- x)I, as indicated in Fig. 18a(2).

For the volume wave fields, one finds

ez(x) = B (cos W x - sin - x)

h 3, / fli _ _06,r1 2W .nir
hx(X) - cos x- sin -x (112)

C1OA14i W nitf3y .W 12

and
jB flf r (2\\2 g ]iW 1 xr

hyx = I - j- sin X
WPO4 0

1 eff LW \ n/ lT r
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Oe
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Fig. 18 -(a) Transversal field displacement effect for
spatially decaying modes in a slab (1) asymmetrically
and (2) symmetrically located with respect to the x=

axis; (b) transversal field displacement effect for-
volume modes.i 

:S. . ~ ,,

indicating that the modes are now TM (or TEY ). A qualitative behavior of the function
e,(x) has been plotted in Fig. 18b as a linear combination of a sine term and a cosine
term. For simplicity, n and (1U2/Ul)[y (W/nir) have been assumed equal to unity. The
magnetic field component hX displays a similar behavior. From Fig. 18b(1) and (2), one
recognizes that a nonreciprocal TFDE may occur also for the n = 1 volume wave modes.
However, this phenomenon takes place "within" the ferrite slab. From outside, no
observer could say that an inversion in the propagation verse has shifted the maximum of
e,(x) sideways with respect to the slab's axis. For this reason, one might call this
phenomenon an "internal" TFDE. For (0 < w , when 1U2/141 < 0, the same type of
reasoning applies. One has only to invert the inequalities in Fig. 18. At this point, one
might wish to know which physical parameters control the TFDE and among them which
ones must be most conveniently acted upon in order to optimize the phenomenon. In
our idealized geometry, the TFDE is controlled by exp(axfW), i.e., by ax W. Therefore,
the first obvious conclusion is that, all the rest being fixed, the slab's width W must be
large. The other quantity one must look at is
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co

,co i= \/ (o (o. + W)

AxU

CO

Fig. 19 - Behavior of axf as a function of frequency

(113)
Cco (2 2-_ W )((2 _ (2)

which, on a Brillouin diagram, looks like Fig. 19. If the material is lossless, one would
like to choose operating frequencies close to w0 and Xi, where axf is large. However, at

o 1ju1 -e -0 and ferromagnetic losses might heavily influence the propagation characteris-
tics. Therefore, in principle, one would stay away from co and, rather, choose'X 0 ci
with W > Wi. More specific results can only be obtained by taking into account losses.
This is done in sec. 4.5. In Fig. 20, the exact behavior of axf is displayed as a function
of frequency' for a lossless YIG slab of thickness W = 1 cm with Hi = 220 Oe (same
numerical case as in Fig. 13). A more complete pictorial representation of the TFDE can
be made either in terms'of equiamplitude curves or lines of force of the e and h fields.
This is shown in Figs. 21 and 22. In Fig. 22, note that the line of force representation
has been made for the b field (continuous lines). In the upper part of the drawing, the h
field has been represented (dashed lines) by arrows of different length. This rather
unusual situation is due to the fact that a volume magnetic charge distribution exists,

: V = 2 aY -fx

which is a function of x. Note that b/i(bx, by) with bx = Mlhx and by = j1 2 hx.
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Fig. 20 - aXf as a function of frequency for a
YIG slab with W = 1 cm and Hi = 220 Oe (from
Cables & Trans. 27(4), 416-435 (Oct. 1973).
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Fig. 21 - Representation of the transversal field displace-
ment effect in terms of equiphase and equiamplitude planes
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Fig. 22 - Line-of-force representation of the transversal
field displacement effect
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One final subject of interest is the analytical expression of the RF power carried by
the surface waves and a possible definition of an equivalent transmission line associated
with the surface wave propagation. The surface wave power flowing through a slab's cross
section of width W and height h (see Fig. 18) is given by

p+ = __BYA I-2aXfx - A2 h e2 fW - 1
± ~ e aIxi 2a~f W .(114)

The reason why P+ * Po is the same as that mentioned before in relation to e+(x) and
ez(x). It is because the slab's axis does not coincide with the x = 0 axis. In fact, placing
the magnetic walls at x = + W/2, one obtains

P= _P hA sinh (axf!W). (115)

The characteristic impedance of an equivalent transmission line associated with the
surface wave modes may be introduced in various manners. One possible way is

fW/2 '2(16
ZI 1 2 with 12 =| hxC (116)

having made reference to a slab symmetrically located with respect to the x = 0 axis.
From Eqs. (115) and (116), one finds that

C Why 0 2 sinh (auxW) (117)

= ' sinh2 (af

or, alternatively,

Zi = Z [tanh (x W)1 (118)

where Z = hwpogP2 /2 is the equivalent characteristic impedance for surface waves in a
ferrite semispace, i.e.,

lim Zr =Zoo.
W-*Do0

In Fig. 23, we have reported Z1,. in ohms as a function of w/co for a YIG slab of
height h = 0.06 cm and in Fig. 24, Z/lZi° as'a function of the normalized slab's thickness
01Xf W.
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Another possible definition for the equivalent characteristic impedance is

ZV= p (119)

with V= emax h.

Substitution of Eq. (115) into Eq. (119) yields

Zv = 4ZI. (120)

Therefore, the behavior of Z0 as a function of co/&o for a YIG slab 0.06 cm thick is
represented by the curve of Fig. 23 with the coordinates multiplied by four.

Perfect Magnetic Walls: Lossy Case

Let us assume that the slab discussed in the previous section is made by a ferrite
material with magnetic losses. These losses can be introduced into the analysis in an
approximate manner by formally substituting complex 14l and 142 values into the disper-
sion relations of Eqs. (103) and (106). This is equivalent to assuming that the electro-
magnetic field also preserves its lossless transversal distribution in the presence of magnetic
losses. Obviously this is not true, but if losses are small the approximation is good.
When M4l and 1U2 are complex, the longitudinal and transversal wavenumbers also are com-
plex, and for propagation in the direction of the positive y-axis ([y > 0) one finds the
following situation.

Lossless Lossy

141' ' 814 ) i4
.I

e,(y) --,"exp(- jpyy) e| z(y) exp(- jBy y - atyy) (121 j

Py >0 [3I ayO > 0

ez(x) - exp(- axx) ez(x) j exp(- °axrx + igxfx)

aIXf > ° exp(- oIXfx) (122)

| when Ox!f is small

- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~~~~~~
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Lossless I Lossy

I 
.: I ; -,11T +SII2 1/2 ,

@?~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ s/2 r
-y =P V/ `rjl

I

I

I ,,

Iax!= j3,,

UY- L ~ 2 j

P,[1 + s1/2j1

(123')

Let- = p' -jp"1
Ux! = p/3 -p"a, (124)

f = p'ay + p"t3y (small quantity)

The four quantities ay, 1y3, axf, and fixf can now be plotted as Brillouin diagrams for
fixed Ho, AH, 47rMs, and er. This is shown in Fig. 25 for YIG with AH = 35 Oe and
Hi = 2000 Oe. This is the same numerical case considered in Fig. 3 and is typical of
edge-guided wave propagation at X-band frequencies. Note that the slab's width does not
enter into the picture; therefore, these diagrams also represent the propagation charac-
teristics of a ferrite semispace. Obviously our "small loss" analysis is valid only in fre-
quency ranges where oxf is very small.

(a)

GHz

16 /

12

9.2

4GHz

1fi

I(b) 

12 I-

9.2

el- _ _ _ C

3.2 3.2

.0 4 8 12 Py 0 2 4 6 f
I I I , I y I . I .; I . I x 
0 20 40 60 ay 0 40 80 120 af

Fig. 25 - Behavior of (a) fly a and (b) lxf' a&xf as a function of
frequency, for surface waves' in YIG (AH = 35 Oe, Hi = 2000 Oe [20]
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From Fig. 25a, it is apparent that unattenuated longitudinal propagation (ay t 0)
occurs only for 0 < ( < 4.6 GHz and co > 9.2 GHz. However, from Fig. 25b, one
recognizes that in the lower passband transversal attenuation constant axf goes to zero as
(0 -e 0. Therefore, if one is interested in a strong TFDE; i.e., if one wants to keep axf
greater than, say, 20 dB/cm, one must limit the operation frequency between 3.2 and
4.6 GHz (lower shaded area). In the upper passband, the situation is more favorable
since axf is always rather large and above 80 dB/cm. However, for high frequencies, it
is possible that higher order volume modes propagate.

At this point, it is therefore appropriate to explore the behavior of the volume
modes. They can be studied as before, by assuming a longitudinal dependence of the
type exp(- j1yy - ayy) with ay, jOy > 0, and e,(x) almost equal to the e,(x) of the loss-
less case. Under these circumstances, letting j1 eff = 14'ff - jp" ff, one finds from Eq. (105)
that

IA -B2 +[(A - B2)2 + C211/21
Py

and

ao

where

A = g3eEr14eff

B = (nir/W) 2

C = 3Er14ff.

=1 2 ' J 

{ -A +B 2 + [(A - B2 )2 + C2 ] 1/2 !

(125)

(126)

Equations (125) and (126) have been plotted as Brillouin diagrams in Fig. 26 for the
same numerical case of Fig. 25. Figure 26 a and b refer respectively to the n = 1 and
n = 2 cases.

From those diagrams, one recognizes that while the n = 2 volume mode is heavily
attenuated for all frequencies of interest, the n = 1 mode can propagate virtually un-
attenuated for (0 > 12 GHz. Therefore, if some possibility exists for the n = 1 volume
mode to be excited (e.g., due to a longitudinal discontinuity) and one wants only the sur-
face wave mode to propagate, one should limit the upper propagation band at 9.2 < i
< 12 GHz.

Character of z-Dependent Modes

The z-dependent modes of a ferrite slab were shown (page 22 - 27) to be pure
TE,(TEy) or TM,(TMy) modes, either volume or surface wave in character. Here we
wish to study the z-dependent modes of the same structure. The practical reason for
doing so was mentioned on pages 8 to 11, when we said that a parallel plate waveguide
may support only z-independent modes if the plate distance is sufficiently small. In this
section we determine how small such a distance must be for a typical case of interest.
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The z-dependent fields were studied in an unbounded ferrite, and an outline was presented
for the solution of the boundary value problem associated with the parallel plate wave-
guide. The reader is therefore referred to pages 8 to 15 before reading what follows.

'Let us consider the structure of Fig. 27. It is a ferrite'slab in air, bounded at z =
± h/2 by two perfect electric conductor (PEC) plates. Inside the ferrite, all the reasoning
of the discussions of pages 8 to 15 holds true, and therefore we know that the electro-
magnetic field does not separate into pure TE, and TMz fields, but it can be derived by
two scalar potentials ez and hz, which are expressed as a linear combination of two
"partial" fields given by

51(x, y, z) t exp[-j(Pxix +f3 ,y)I sin z (127)

02 (X, y, Z) ; exP[- j(gx 2 x + y Ay)] sin n, Z. (128)h

Here, Ox, and 13x2 may be either real or imaginary quantities; i.e., 01,2 may be either an
oscillatory or a decaying function of x (see Fig. 6). This last consideration suggests a
natural way of indicating the spatial behavior of the various modes in the slab's cross
section. In fact, if one labels with S a nonoscillatory 4Di(x) and with V an oscillatory
(i(x), then the nature of the total fields may be identified as follows:

S S 2 < P 2 <0

V V- e 3X21 gX2 > 0

S V e[2 1 <0, x2 > 0 (or vice versa).X1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~; :2
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Fig. 27 - Geometry used to study
z-dependent modes
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Fig. 28 - Existence regions for VV, VS, and SS
modes on the f vs fly coordinate plane '

The existence regions for these fields for a typical case of interest [21] (with 47TMS =
1780 Oe, Hi = 220 Oe, er = 14.5, X = /h = 6.28 rad/cm) are shown in Fig. 28. Wave-
numbers g32i change their sign as they cross boundary lines Pi32 = 0. The boundary lines
partition the coordinate w-vs-[3v plane into five regions within which the sign of xi re-
mains constant. From this diagram, it is apparent that "true" surface waves exist only in
the shaded regions.
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In all other regions, the x-dependence of the total electromagnetic field inside the
ferrite is expressed by the superposition of an oscillatory and a decaying function; there-
fore, one cannot establish a priori whether the electromagnetic field is surface-wave or
volume-wave in character. Obviously the overall character of the mode depends on the
relative amplitude of the oscillatory and decaying components. Note that at points A, B,
and C in Fig. 28 both 132 and /y are equal to zero, representing a field which propagates
along the z direction with l = IT/h. Therefore they are defined by the equations

- = W[erC1O(l + ±2)]1/2h

or

W[1 + Wm(W - (0) 1]112 = j (eopoerf)' 2

W[1 _(m( ( + (0Wo)-111/2 7 (eo14oer)1/ 2

Brillouin Diagram for [z = 7r/h

Let us now solve the boundary value problem associated with the guided wave
propagation along the structure shown in Fig. 27, limiting ourselves to the case [3 = 7r/h.

Inside the ferrite, the general expressions of ez and hz are given by Eqs. (65b) and
(66b), which we repeat here for convenience:

ez(x, y, z) = (A x- + A+x4 + A-x-+ A+lx) sin - z exp(-

and

h (x, y, z) = (Ah +Xl +Ath 1 4 +x Ah 2X2 ++AAh2XX) sin (- z) exp(- jgyy)

where the simplified notation has been used X+1,2 = exp(± j/xl,2X)-

Furthermore, the y components ey and hy are given by Eqs. (65a) and (66a),

ey(x, y, z) (A-f -X- + A lfi X1 + A-f2x2 +A.f.x ) sin( h) exp(-jjp y), (131)

hy(x y, z) (A gClx +Alglx+ +A-g-x- +Ag9+ X) sin(h' z) exp(- j3yy), (132)

with

fl = -j/y,(md + hl ml) - jxl (m2 + hi M0)

fj =-+ j3(md +hlml)+ j1x2(m2 +hlm3 ),

42



NRL REPORT 8158

f 2=-J=,y (md + h2mil) jx 2(m2 + h2m 3 ),

'f =-Jiy(md + h2m1) +jOx2(m2 + h2m 3),

g1 = -ijgy(m5 + hlmd) -jxlx(m 4 + h1m2 ),
.~~~~~~~~~~~~~ h4+ = -ffly(m5 + hlmd) +j[xl(m4 + h m2 ),

g2 = -i]y(m 5 + h2md) - 1[x2(m4 + h2m2)

g2+ = -Ifj,8(m5 + h2mdM) +i!3x2(m4 + h2m2 )-

Outside the ferrite, in the air regions, the EM field can be represented by a super-
position of TM. and TE, modes, which can be calculated from'Eq. (39) in the limit
P12 = 0, 14eff =l 4 = 1, and er = 1. Performing this limit, one finds that

i0z 
1@ O

h= jE220 izxVtez + Vthz (134)

Here the first term represents the TM, (hz = 0) part of the total field and the second
term the TEz (ez = 0) part. In Eqs. (133) and (134), the expressions of ez and hz must
be chosen in such a way as to satisfy radiation condition at Ixl = °°. Therefore,

ez(x) = A exp(- axux) x > 0 (135)

hz(x) = B exp(- axvx) x > 0 (136)

and

ez(x) C exp(axvx) x < - W ' (137)

hz(x) D exp(axvx) x<-W ' (138)

while the z and y dependences are the same for all the components and are respectively
sin (ir/h)z and exp(- joyy). The transversal decay constant ax, must be such that all the
field components satisfy a wave equation in air, i.e.,

axv = -j3 + ( (139)
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Hence, in order for axV to be real, the following inequality must be satisfied:

[2 >o2 ( 7r)2 (140)

Upon substitution of Eqs. (135) and (138) into Eqs. (133) and (134), one finds

ey = (Afe + Bfm) exp(- axux) x > 0, (141)

hy = (Age + Bgm) exp(- axvx) x > 0,

ey = (Cfe - D/m) exp'(a°xx)

hy = (- Cg, + Dg.) exp(axvx)

(142)

x < 0, (143)

x<0, (144)

fe = [3,yz

fm =- ij(0poaxv

ge =- JcEoaxv

=m = 0z = fe

and ^ indicates normalization with respect to (f32 _ 02,-l.

Let us now impose the boundary conditions at x = 0, W requiring the continuity of
ez, hz, e and hy. When this is done, one obtains a system of eight equations in the
eight unknown amplitudes A, B, A+, A-, A+, A-, C, and D. The associated determinantal
equation is given by

det M = 0,

-1
fe

0

-ge
0

0

0

0 O

0 1

fm f7
-1~~~1 h

-gm gl
o x~i

0 fjx
0 h1 xt
0 giX+

1

X1

h1 Xj9 +x-
i 1

1

f42-

h2

g2

X2

f2X2

92X+2

(145)

1

f2
h2

g2

X-2

f2+x 2-

h2X-2

g+2X-2

0

0

0

0

'-aixuw
- fee

0

- geeaCxVW

0

0
0

0

0

- e-axvW

-gmeuXVw
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Fig. 29 - Dispersion diagram for z-depend-
ent (piz = 7r/h) modes in the structure of
Fig. 28

In M, the first and the last two columns refer, respectively, to the fields in x > 0
and x < - W. The four central columns refer to ferrite region - W < x < 0. Equation
(145) must be solved by computer. Some numerical data are reported in Ref. 21 for
specific cases of practical interest. Here we limit ourselves to present the qualitative
behavior of the dispersion curves of the zidependent modes. This is done in Fig. 29. The
most striking feature of this diagram as compared to the z-independent case is the absence
of a z-dependent magnetodynamic mode. Note that, on the contrary, a z-dependent
modified magnetostatic modes does exist which extends in the SS region. In Fig. 30, each
curve is characterized by an index m such that [(m - 1)7r < [xiW < mIT]. The curves
with a star indicate that the mode becomes TE,(TM 2) in the limit h - °°. Equation (145)
might be also solved for [3y as a function of distance h between the two metal plates,
other quantities being fixed. Unfortunately, no such computations exist in the published
literature for the case under consideration; i.e., ferrite slab in air. L. Courtois [21] has,
however, carried out similar computations for a slab of ferrite immersed in a fictitious
medium characterized by a unitary refractive index and a relative characteristic impedance
Zd variable from zero to very large values. Obviously, in this case, the boundary condi-
tions at x = 0, -W require

ez (0)

hy (0)

ez(- W)

hy (- W) ZdZo,
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Fig. 30 - Influence of h on by

with Zo = (po/eo)1/2. The limit cases Zd = 0, °°, respectively, correspond to the cases of
perfect electric or magnetic walls. The utility of using such a fictitious external medium
rests on this possibility of recovering all cases intermediate between the above limit cases.
For a perfect magnetic wall (Zd very large), the qualitative results of Fig. 30 are obtained
[21]. In this figure, note that for h - °°0(i.e., 0), (y tends to the values relative to
z-independent modes. These modes are either surface or volume modes (see pages 21 to
23). For h -*- Oz - go; i.e., all modes tend to become loosely bound to the structure.
Typically, for h < 0.5 cm all z-dependent modes with the exception of the magnetostatic
mode undergo a drastic cutoff phenomenon and only n = 0 (z-independent) modes
propagate.

COMPARISON OF MAGNETOSTATIC AND
MODIFIED MAGNETOSTATIC MODES

Consider the ferrite slab of Fig. 11 and recognize that the associated magnetostatic
boundary value problem is defined by

1. V-p-h0=

2. h=,-VO

3. 01 (- W)=02(-)

02(°) = ¢03(°)

(146)

(147)

(148)

(149)

(150)
aft aO2 aO2
ax (- W)=1-M ax (- W) -j1 2 -y- (-W)

aO2 aO2 a'3

/1 1 X (0)-j14 2 ay (°)= ax (°) (151)
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where 0 is a scalar potential. Assume 0 to be independent of z and have a y-dependence,
exp(- joyy). From Eqs. (146) and (147) one finds

P1~\x
+a2oA a2=0

ay 2
(152)

or
ax 2

ax2
(153)

Among all possible solutions of Eq. (153), let us choose those appropriate to the
guided wave modes of our structure. One readily finds

01 (x) =A exp(axax) x < - W

x B cos (3xfX + C sin Axfx!
2 =I B cosh axfx + C sinh axfx

03(x) = D exp(- axax) x > 0

(154)

(155)- W<x<O

with axa real and positive and fxf, azxf real. Substitution of Eqs. (154)
the Laplace equation (153) indicates that it must be

X2a (3= 2 > 0

Ixf = -x y2 > ,

ax! =-p2 >0 .

(156)

and (156) into

(157)

(158)

(159)

Obviously, Eq. (158) cannot be satisfied by any real value of o!xf; therefore, 02 (x)
cannot be represented by trigonometric functions. Only hyperbolic functions are admissi-
ble. This is equivalent to saying that no volume wave solutions exist.

Let us now impose the boundary conditions Eqs. (148) and (151) to obtain
r -A f '

exp(- axaW) j -cosh axfW I sinh axfW I 0

exa exp(- °xaW) gL1 aIXf sinh axfW Kpa1 xf cosh axfW 
xax l x! lx x! 

+ p[23Y cosh axfW - pf sinh axf W

0 0 I

O ' I -I1ax! 1 1P29y 1 -axa

A

B

C

LD

whose determinantal equation is

1_ 2 coth gy W = ueff + -
14'1

= 0,

(160)

(161)
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Fig. 31 - Dispersion curves for magnetostatic modes
and modified magnetostatic modes

This equation represents the magnetostatic modes of the slab and yields the Brillouin
diagram in Fig. 31. It coincides with Eq. (99), which represented the slab's modes in the
limit »y >> O(er14eff)11'2 > Po .

In Fig. 31, we have also reported the exact dispersion curve (dotted line) for com-
parison purposes. From this figure it is evident that the reason for using the denomination
"modified magnetostatic modes" for the exact solution. Note that if perfect magnetic
wall boundary conditions are used (i.e., hy = - jofy = 0 at x =0, - W), the only possible
solution is B = C = 0; i.e., 0 2 (X) = 0 everywhere.

BROADBANDING OF EGWs BY DIELECTRIC LOADING

In previous sections, it was shown that a ferrite slab with a surrounding structure
symmetrical with respect to its axial plane is a nonreciprocal structure with a Brillouin
diagram symmetric with respect to the w-axis. Furthermore, its dispersion diagram dis-
plays a magnetodynamic branch which terminates at a transition point, beyond which
only volume modes exist. In this section, we show that, if the ferrite slab is backed on
one side by a dielectric slab of sufficiently high dielectric permittivity,'a number of inter-
esting phenomena take' place. Among them, perhaps the most relevant are the following:

1. Asymmetry of the dispersion modes with respect to the (0-axis in a Brillouin
diagram

2. Shift of the transition point toward higher frequencies; i.e., broadbanding of the
magnetodynamic passband

3. Superposition of a reciprocal TFDE on the nonreciprocal one.

Let us now consider the TM, modes guided by the structure of Fig. 32. The
analysis proceeds along the same lines as for the slab's case. The scalar.potential ex(x)
assumes the following functional dependence on x:,

e j(x) = A exp(axux) region (1) (162)

ez2(x) = B exp(kxdx) + C(- kxdx) region (2) (163)
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Fig. 32 - Geometry associated with a
dielectrically loaded ferrite slab

ez3 (x) = D exp(kxdx) + E(- kxdX)

ez4(x) = F exp(- axux)

region (3) (164)

region (4) (165)

where the wavenumbers satisfy the relations

(166)aX;V g Yz - N0 > °,

kxd = py2 _ ger 0,

k%2 = ,By2 2~E,1eff P °

(167)

(168)

'These considerations hold true both in the dielectric and in the ferrite slab. There-
fore, indicating by S and V, respectively, the surface and the volume wave fields and by
the subscript f or d the ferrite or the dielectric slab, one finds the following possible
mode classification:

1. Sd Sf,

2. Vd Vf,
(169)

3 Sd Vf,

4. Sf Vd.

Where these modes exist in a Brillouin diagram can be easily found on the basis of
the inequalities of Eqs. (166) and (168). This is shown in Fig. 33. From this figure, one
sees that axes k , and kxd change their algebraic sign as they cross the boundary lines
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0`xu = 0, i.e., 3y = 'IO

kxd = 0, i.e., By = 0erd (170)

hX = 0, i.e-, fy = 0Er1eff

These lines, in conjunction with horizontal line C2 = (02 (where peff -*°°), partition the
w vs 1y coordinate plane into seven zones within which the algebraic sign of U2 k2 and
kxd is constant. These regions therefore represent the existence regions for the modes
indicated in Eq. (169).

a) /Vt V / o V erd >go V rrf

VIf

Sf Vd S = SURFACE
: i / V =VOLUME

f =FERRITE
Vf Sd d = DIELECTRIC

- d

Sf Vd

fly

Fig. 33- Existence regions for Yf Vd, St Vd, Sf Sd,
and Vf Sd modes on the ( vs by coordinate plane,
where S = surface, V = volume, f = ferrite, and d =
dielectric

Note that the information provided by Fig. 33 does not necessarily mean that those
modes do exist. It merely indicates that, if the dispersion curves extend in a particular
region, the associated e,(x) has the behavior indicated. Let us now impose the continuity
of ez and h at the interfaces x = 0, t, t + w. The dependence of h, on e within the
ferrite slab is provided by Eq. (26). In the air and within the dielectric, hY can be
obtained from the same formula by letting peff = 1, er = 1, and peff = 1, respectively.
Once the boundary conditions are imposed, one obtains a system of six homogeneous
equations whose determinantal equation may be suitably cast in the form

1 + P exp(2kxda) 1 + Q exp(- 2hXf W)

Pd [P exp(2kxda)- 1] qf + pfQ exp(- 2kx!W)
(171)
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with

P = (a,, + kxd)(kxd - axv ) ' (172)

Q= (q - )(p pf)-' (173)

axv : A (174)

p0 0 . ',4 (174)kx

Pd =-I (175)

= 14jf (kx + 1 [,, (176)
CWpOileff m1

q 14 -I keff( x! 4+ fly) (177)qf=WU0 eff \~ /I, 

Note how P and Q are dimensional quantities while p0, Pd, Pf) and qf are susceptances.
In particular, for kxd, kxf real and positive, they represent surface susceptances respec-
tively "seen" looking into an air, dielectric, or ferrite semispace. The nice feature about
casting the determinantal equation in the form of Eq. (171) is that the left-hand side
contains only quantities that refer to the dielectric slab, while the right-hand side is
relative to the ferrite slab. Thus the two particular cases of a dielectric or a ferrite slab
in free space can be recovered by letting W -> 0 or 0 - 0 to obtain

1 +Pexp(2kxdO) , _o(
(178)

[P exp(2kxd 0) - 1]Pd axv

CM0 1 + Q exp(- 2kxfW)

axv qf + pfQ exp(- 2kxfW) ' (

which are the correct characteristic equations appropriate to the two special cases under
consideration.

A solution of Eq. (171) is obviously possible only by computer for some numerical
cases of interest. Here we wish to concentrate 'on the effect of a high-dielectric-constant
layer on the propagation characteristics of the surface modes of the ferrite slab. The
diagram of Fig. 34 represents the dispersion curves relative to a 1-mm-thick rutile (erd
45) layer backing a 4-mm YIG slab. A number of interesting features are present here.
They can be better appreciated upon comparison to the single-slab case (dotted lines).
Let us start by considering the modified magnetostatic modes. One notices that the
By < 0 branch has been shifted toward higher values of gy and extends completely in the
SfSd region labeled (3) in Fig. 33. The gy > 0 branch, on the other hand, has been
"split" by the oblique dispersion curve relative to the TEy mode in the dielectric slab.
Such a "splitting" phenomenon is indicative of a weak coupling between the above two
modes. The "weakness" of the coupling is indicated by the small distance that separates
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fy

Fig. 34 -Dispersion curves for a YIG slab (W = 4 mm) backed by a
rutile slab (etd = 45) 1 mm thick

branch (1) from branch (2) and is justified on a physical basis by the fact that the
modified magnetostatic mode is essentially guided by the interface at a + W, which is
opposite to the loaded side x = a. Obviously, just the opposite is true for the BY < 0
branch, which is relative to a modified magnetostatic mode concentrated at the x = a
interface.

Let us consider the magnetodynamic branches. On the (3y > 0 side, the magneto-
dynamic branch of the unbacked ferrite slab is replaced by the TEY dielectric mode
branch, while for By < 0 it just coincides with the magnetodynamic branch of the single
slab for large values of fix! (i.e., close to the lower cutoff) and, as it gets closer to the
(3xf = 0 line (i.e., the transversal decay rate decreases), it transforms into the TEy disper-
sion curve of the isotropic dielectric slab. Figure 35 shows the calculated ez(x) at points
A and C and compares it to that relative to points B and B' (upper cutoff point for the
dynamic mode in the single slab). These diagrams clearly indicate that a considerable
TFDE is still present at the upper cutoff frequency of the magnetodynamic mode in the
unbacked ferrite slab. This is equivalent to saying that the magnetodynamic mode pass-
band has been enlarged. How much? The answer to this question can be given only by
calculating ez(x) at increasing frequencies. At high frequencies -eff -- 1, and since
erd >> emf, the electromagnetic field tends to become more and more concentrated with-
in the dielectric, while every nonreciprocal effect disappears. Figure 36 shows ez(x) at
16 GHz. At this frequency, there is only a reciprocal TFDE.
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Fig. 35 - Behavior of e,(x) at points A, B, B., and C in Fig. 34

x

fly<O

2Ž

Z, 7,-
ZF

x

Py>0

Fig. 36-Behavior of e,(x) at 16 GHz in the
structure of Fig. 34
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/
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/<R MF0.
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Fig. 37 - Schematics of convex (b) and concave
I ~ p (c) guiding surfaces. Part (a) refers to the recti-

Ilinear case. .

CIRCULATING WAVES

Analysis of z-Independent Modes

In passing from a ferrite semispace bounded by a perfect magnetic wall to a ferrite
slab between two perfect magnetic walls, as we have seen, the unidirectional surface waves
transformed into surface modes displaying a nonreciprocal TFDE. ' [9, 22, 23]

Here we want to see what happens to the z-independent unidirectional surface waves
of the ferrite semispace shown in Fig. la when guiding surface X 0 0 is curved in the
x, y plane either toward the ferrite region (convex surface; see Fig. 37b) or toward the
outer medium (concave surface; see Fig. 37c).-

Consider an unbounded ferrite medium, saturated along the z-axis by DC magnetic
field Ho. Let us refer it to a system of cylindrical coordinates, r, 0, z. Based on Maxwell's
equations, the z-independent TMz modes have hr, 'ho given by
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/1 aez ez
hr=J -J "i At ar (WA/.L eff)

h (eZ

ho = -j 3r - - J (W/IOMeff)-1

yj ao1

and ez satisfies the wave equation

a2ez 1 aez

ar2 r ar

a2 +E0
a02 + PorMeffez = °-

1

r2

If we assume a 0-dependence of the type exp(+ inO), and let giErIeff = fr, Eq. (182)
will reduce to

a2 ez

ar 2

1 aez

r ar
+ (Z2 _ n) ez = (183)

Solutions of Eq. (183) are appropriate respectively to the convex and concave geome-
tries of Figs. 37b and c are shown in Table 2. In this table, one recognizes that

* When peff < 0, ez(r) is represented by the modified Bessel's functions and no
special condition exists that limits the allowable values of the radial wavenumber Or and
the azimuthal index n.

* In the concave structure, e,(r) is described by a Hankel's function of the second
kind, which represents a radially outgoing wave at r -* 0. Under these circumstances, the
surface wave radiates energy as it travels along the guiding surface. This means that one

Table 2 - Possible Functional Forms of ez(r)

Existence
ez (rl) Peff CoExitenc

Concave

ez(r) =AH( 2)(OBrr) Peff > 0 n n' + jn"

ez(rl) AKn(urr) 'eff < ° Ur = Alr

Convex

ez (r)= AJn (Orr) PJff > ° |rR << Pnl

ez (r)= AIn (arr) Jeff < ° Ur = Afr
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Jn (Il')

Fig. 38 - Schematic of a surface wave on a convex
circular cylindrical surface (.eff > 0)

can still speak of a guided surface wave only if the imaginary part of the azimuthal index
n" is much smaller than the real part n'. If this condition is not satisfied, most of the
power goes into the radiation field and the azimuthal surface wave propagation is heavily
attenuated.

* In the convex geometry, when peff > 0, e2 (r) is represented by a Bessel's function of
the first kind which has an oscillatory spatial behavior. However, if !,rR << pnI (see Fig. 38),
pn1 being the first root of the derivative of Jnj, it represents a surface wave with ezma at
r = R and ae (R)/ar > 0. When 0rR >> psi, e,(r) presents some nodes in the 0 < r < R region
and the field is appropriately called a higher order volume wave field. For !3rR P= pnij we
are in the presence of a transition between surface and volume wave fields. These defini-
tions can be recast in a more precise manner by representing the pnl and Pni loci on a
flrR vs n coordinate plane. Here Pnl is the first zero of Jn. In Fig. 39, the continuous
line is defined by OrR = pnj and represents the boundary between the higher order TMmno
volume modes and the Tono volume modes. The dashed line is defined by OrR = p', and
represents the boundary between the TMono volume modes and the surface modes. In
the shaded region n >> ,rR, surface waves exist which are highly peaked at r = R.

As far as the sense of circulation (i.e., the algebraic sign in front of jn6) is concerned,
it can be determined very easily if one assumes perfect magnetic wall boundary conditions
at r = R. In fact, under these circumstances, it can be related to the slope of e,(r) at
r = R. To do that, let us recognize that ho(R) =.0, via Eq. (181), yields

1 ae = _ _ ' ', (184)

ez ar R '

respectively, for exp(jnO) and exp(- jnO). Now, from Fig. 40 one sees that for a convex
structure

aez (R)
>0

while for a concave structure

ae(R)B)

ar
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Therefore, one finds that

A2 > 0 exp(jnO)

convex

-c<nv exp(- jnO)

2 > 0 exp(- jnO)

concave

- < 0 exp(jnO).
81

If, instead of a perfect magnetic wall at r = R, one assumes that the outer medium
is air, the reasoning is slightly more complicated and one has to solve the exact boundary
value problem. Under these circumstances, the fields in air may be derived from

eza(r) = BKn(f00r) (convex, r > R) (185)

e,.(r) = BIn( 0 r) (concave, r <R) (186)

and in particular h0 a, hra are obtained from Eqs. (181) and (182) by letting 142 = 0,
Aeff = 1.

The boundary condition to be imposed is now the continuity of ho /ez at r = R.
When this is done, the results of Table 3 are obtained. Here the upper and lower
algebraic sign in front of n are respectively appropriate to the exp(jnO) and exp(- jn6)
cases. Note that for the concave case, when '1 eff > 0, n is a complex quantity. For this
reason, this case will be treated separately. For all the other cases, one can infer the
allowed sense of circulation from the analytical properties of the ratios

Knl(X) J"(X) , n(X)
X dlXl

Kn (X) X Jn(X) In(X)

More specifically, it is sufficient to recognize that the first and the last ratios are respec-
tively negative and positive quantities while X(Jn(X)/Jn(X)) is positive for surface waves
(see Fig. 38). The results of this type of analysis are reported in Table 4 and summarized
as follows:

* For a concave geometry, when peff < 0, counterclockwise propagation is always
possible while clockwise propagation with exp(jnO) is possible only if

I eff I n > n 1-2
I. A
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Table 3 - Characteristic Equations for Circulating Waves

Concave

H' (X) 
X + n 11 ef2 Ieff > (187)

Kn(x) i_ __In_ e
Kn (x) ±n P2 Ileffl I M¢ 'Ueff < ° (188)

Convex

Jn (X) -n P+ eff KX(-) Peff >°O (189)
. .

X I() = ± n -leff ) Ieff < ° (190)

(PrR =X, 1OR =.xrR = x)

Table 4 - Allowed Propagation Senses and Existence Conditions for Circulating Waves

I I ' '[ '~~~~~~~I2 [Allowed Propagation SensesPeff Left-Hand Side Right-Hand Side I A. 1 eff JU1 '______________ I ________________ Jl and Existence Condition

n P2 p2 e
Peff < ° X < K <eff I > ±

<eJnO IAff -n > n 

-0>0 eJA0p2 >0 epn

X> O > 0 j1ef - ± n > felf K
Peff>O~~J Kn t p b n

- <0 e~j"O
(surface wave) < 0 P1 :

4n' K< n? 2 >2 O______0+_n_2__,Peff < 0 ' >0O -Pff~ ±+l -n0 -
In n P11 (A Kn P

>0 ff_______
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* In a convex geometry, when peff > 0, one has to distinguish between the cases of
positive or negative 12 I/il (see Fig. 3 for the frequency regions where these conditions
are satisfied).

When /2 fp1 > 0 (W > Wo +,Wm), only clockwise propagation with exp(jnO) is
possible and subject to the condition

n |-2 > peff K

When u2 /Jul < 0, the allowed propagation is counterclockwise and subject to the same
condition. Note that when n(A2 fui) = Peff ¢ K fKn the right-hand side of characteristic
Eq. (189) vanishes and the solution is X = !3rR = Pnm. For m = 1, this solution is rR =
pnl; i.e., we are in the presence of a transition between surface-wave and volume-wave
fields. At the transition, the structure behaves as an isotropic dielectric of relative
magnetic permeability Jeff surrounded by a circular magnetic wall of radius R. These
results are summarized in Fig. 41.

* In a convex geometry, when peff < 0, clockwise propagation is always possible,
while counterclockwise propagation is only possible for

KtPeff' I K > n(A2/P1)-

(a)

MbI

Fig. 41 --Behavior of e,(r) in convex circular
geometry when Peff > 0

e,(r) , |, X n<O

I _ no

0;R . 1pr,

I X J =
e,(r) | Jn

/ 1 X = P"'

fl, - f(3rr

(3r

0

SURFACE WAVE

n IA Peff fK~

TRANSITION

VOLUME WAVE

Y Kn

(3,r

1 12 K In
*. n - = JAeff f -JAIKn

(c)
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Fig. 42 - Mode chart for a TMO60 mode in a YIG resonator (diam. 3 cm)
bounded by (a) a perfect magnetic wall or (b) by air

Let us now consider the solution of characteristic Eqs. (188) and (190). The choice
of the dependent and independent variables is made on the basis of the specific applica-
tion for each structure. In general, the above circular structures are used as surface-wave
resonators. At a given applied DC magnetic field Ho, one observes the resonance peaks
of the transmission (or absorption) frequency spectrum. Then one changes Ho and
observes how these peaks shift in frequency. Each peak corresponds to a particular
surface-wave resonance, i.e., to an integer value of azimuthal index n. Therefore, one
piece of theoretical information that one would like to extract from characteristic Eqs.
(188) and (190) is to know how a particular resonant frequency WS (s = cost) changes as
a function of Ho. The set of curves cw, vs Ho for fixed values of s is called the mode
chart of the resonator (see Fig. 2). Figure 42 shows the theoretical curves obtained for a
TMO60 mode in a YIG resonator (diam. 3 cm) bounded by (a) a perfect magnetic wall or
by (b) air. Note that for Ho < 4rMs the ferrite is partially magnetized; therefore, the
tensor in Eqs. (5) and (7) has been used in conjunction with Eq. (9). One interesting
feature of these curves is that as Ho is increased from zero to high values, the resonant
frequency begins by decreasing and then increases. Such peculiar behavior has also been
observed experimentally in microstrip resonators (see Fig. 2).

Propagation Along Concave Surfaces When peff > 0

In the previous paragraph we have seen that a surface wave along a ferrite-air inter-
face becomes leaky (i.e., it radiates energy as it travels) when the guiding surface is curved
toward the outer medium (concave geometry) in a plane perpendicular to Ho and the
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effective permeability is positive. Within the ferrite medium, e,(r) is appropriately
described by Hankel functions of the second kind H( 2), the index n = n' + jfn" being a
complex quantity with (n' )2 > 0, (n")2 > 0. If the radiation losses are small, the surface
wave suffers a small attenuation in the azimuthal direction and can be regarded as a
"complex" surface wave in very much the same way as the complex 'surface wave in the
presence of magnetic losses studied in pages 37 to 40.

Let us now consider the geometry in Fig. 37c and assume that a perfect magnetic
wall exists at r = R. From the previous section, we know that the z-independent TMz
field may be derived from scalar potential

e (r, 0) = AHM2)(f3,r) exp(- jnO)

when

Peff > °, - > 0.

These two inequalities are satisfied for w > coo + com. From Eq. (184), the characteristic
equation is found to be

Hn (X) 1U2
X - = -n- ~~~~~~~(191)

with X = IBrR. This equation must now be solved for n, subject to the conditions

(i) X real

(ii) n = nl + jn 2 , with n2 << nl1 .

An approximate solution of Eq. (191) is possible if one knows the relative magnitude
of n with respect to X. To do that, one may recall that for very large values of R, Eq.
(191) must reduce to the characteristic equation of the rectilinear case (see Eq. (81), i.e.,

Hn' axf __2liIm - = - = , 12H, _ _______2 (192)

n Py s2 -:lim -=-(193)
R-+o° H~X Or '(p12 2)1I/2X ro (PI .. )I2'193

From Eq. (193), it is apparent that the relative magnitude of n with respect to X,
for large R. is a function of frequency via Al and ,U2- More specifically,

-Moo< lim -<1
R oo X
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for

:W_1
. C_

r-
::z--
C--.

�r'

rr,
1=.

coo + CWM < C < 0,

the frequency range of interest. Let us now suppose that we are operating at a frequency
C sufficiently higher than Coo + Orn so that n and X are of the same order of magnitude.

Under these circumstances, the expressions provided by Erdelyi for the Bessel func-
tions of the first and second kind can be used:

Jn(X) t (2irnM)-1/2 exp [nM - n sinh( n)]

Yn(X) ; - 2(27rnM)f12 exp [- nM + n coth 1 (\- ')

(194)

(195)

where

X 1/2M = (I -- )

These expressions are valid if

(2n2 + 3X2 )2 << 24 In2 -X21 . (196)

To estimate the range of validity of Eq. (196), let us assume as a first approximation
that n - OyR where gy = 0o(erpli )1/2 is the longitudinal propagation constant relative to
the rectilinear case. Thus, Eq. (196) becomes

24c2RP62
F() = - 2 2)2 (.197)

where

COco =CO
Co t

R R 0
C! Cfr= C 0C! =___

For a YIG medium with COm = 1.5 coo, F(CX) is reported in Fig. 43 and satisfies the
condition (Eq. (197)) for R > 3.5. Let us now express H,(x) as H, = Jn: + jYn and
observe that for n and X large and of the same order of magnitude I J, (X) I << I Y, (X) I so
that Eq. (189) may be approximated by

Y" (X)

Y, (X)

2j

1TX[Yn (X)i]2

n P2

X P1 .
(198)
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Fig. 43 - Plot of F(w) for 0.448 < A 
< 7.168. (From Appl. Phys. 4(2), 167-
174 (Aug. 1974). Used by permission.)

Consistent with the condition n2 << nl, let us now expand Eq. (198) in the com-
plex n plane, in a Taylor series centered at nl. Equating real and imaginary parts, we get

Y 1(X) 2n2 1r2 {}2
Y~(X + -~ ~ ' [yn(X)I-2 9 

n WinMn

2

7rX[ Yn, (X)] 2

(199)

(200)

where use has been made of the Wronskian formula

2
Jn (X) Yn (X) - Jn (X) Yn (X) = -

Equation (197) via Eq. (193) can be further approximated to

={2X [( n)2 ].
0(n) 12

(201)

nl P2
' X ja
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whose solution, within a first-order approximation, is

where the notation n10

one obtains

Pi

= 0yR has been used. From Eq. (198), letting

Yn (X)

Yn (X)

n,)2 31/2

_ I 
(204)

n 2 fY (Xy) [1 ( X)]

Equation (205) can also be recast in the form

ni nio Ih2 exp - 2njo (anh-1 2 _

The two quantities kol = nl/R and k0 2 = n2 /R have been plotted on a normalized
Brillouin diagram in Fig. 44 for the' same numerical case as in Fig. 43. All wave numbers
are normalized to CoO/c!. In the Peff >0O region, all curves are truncated at a certain fre-
quency to keep them within the limit P12 << «1. Furthermore, the kol curves have been

KReo

4

'1

Kel
0 Y

2 R6 2X10

Fig. 44 - Dispersion diagrams for leaky surface waves propagating
along the r = R surface of the structure shown in Fig. 37c. (From
Appl. Phys. 4(2),167-174 (Aug. 1974). Used by permission.)
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extended into the Aeff < 0 region. Here they have been calculated by replacing the Kn(x)
functions (see the left-hand side of Eq. (188)) either by their large-argument approxima-
tions (for 6 close to V /;) or by their small-argument approximations (for co close
to 1 + 6m). The two portions of the curve relative to these approximations have been
subsequently connected to each other and to the curve in the Aeff > 0 region.

FRINGING FIELD EFFECTS

Relation of Surface and Edge-Guided Waves

In the previous paragraph guided-wave propagation was studied in dielectric structures
separated from the outside medium by either plane or curved surfaces (see Fig. 45a).

Here we want to show that the results of the previous paragraphs are also useful for
somewhat different guiding structures wherein the guiding effect is performed by an edge
rather than by a surface.

More specifically, we refer to a microwave integrated circuit (MIC), wherein the edge
of the RF conductor is responsible for guiding the electromagnetic wave (see Fig. 45b).

z
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0 0 - -_--- X

Fig. 45 - Relationship of surface waves and edge-guided waves
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If one looks at Fig. 45a and 45b, one can hardly recognize any similarity between -

these two structures. If, however, one looks at the possible types of analysis applicable
to the two cases and recognizes that a transversal resonance technique is appropriate in .'

both cases, one appreciates that the only Aifference between ithe two cases is the replace-
ment of surface impedance Z, with edge impedance Ze. Once this replacement is made,
the same formulas should apply in both cases.

Obviously, the main difficulty is the evaluation of edge impedance Ze. Is it-a well
behaved and easy-to-compute or easy-to-measure function of such parameters as the
applied DC magnetic field, the operation frequency, and the, height of the MIC .line? The
answer is yes if Ze is suitably normalized. It turns out that a suitable normalizing quantity

'is Z '. Therefore, let us introduce a dimensional parameter p = Ze1Z5 and call it the
fringing field parameter. In the following section, it will be shown how the use of p
allows one to apply the surface-wave theory to an edge-guided wave structure.

Transversal Resonance Technique: Rectilinear Case

Let us apply transverse resonance techniques to the structure of Fig. 45a. Let us :
consider TM, surface-wave fields. At x = 0, wave impedance Z! looking toward x = -
plus wave impedance looking toward x = + o-, must equal zero; i.e.,

Z! + Z=0 at x = 0. (207)

This is equivalent to

e,(O-) ez(o+)
hy (0~) ey (o0 ) ' , (208)
hy(O-) hy(0+)

namely (see Eqs. (75) and (76)),

1 (a + P2 C axa _

; f ( ) C (209)
WP8O/jeff (U 1,y Wpo°

This is the result relative to the surface-wave structure. For the edge-guided wave struc-
ture, let us replace zs by Ze =p so that the characteristic Eq. (209) becomes

e ZS

aX!f + lY + Plleff axa '0. (210)

This equation can be plotted on a Brillouin diagram C vs fly with p varying between 0
and 1. Note that p = 0 corresponds to the situation of a perfect magnetic wall and p = 1
to a surface wave structure.' The results are reported in Figs. 46-48 for Ho = 2, 3, 4 kOe,
respectively [24,251.
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100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 ly im"I)

Fig. 46 - Dispersion curves calculated from Eq. (208) with 41rMs = 1780 Oe and
Ho = 2000 Oe. Data points refer to the EGW resonators shown in the insert of Fig.
47. (From P. de Santis, IEEE Trans. MTT-24(7), 409-415 (July 1976). Used with
permission.)
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67 L DISK
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Fig. 47 - Dispersion curves calculated from Eq. (208) with 4irM, = 1780 Oe and
Ho = 3000 Oe. (From P. de Santis, IEEE Trans. MTT-24(7), 409-415 (July 1976).
Used with permission.)
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Fig. 48 - Dispersion curves calculated from Eq. (208) with 4i7M, =
1780 Oe and Ho = 4000 Oe. (From P. de Santis, IEEE Trans.
MTT-24(7), 409-415 (July 1976). Used with permission.)

Determination of the Fringing Field Parameter

To determine the numerical values of p appropriate to an MIC edge-guided wave
circuit, we measured the transmission spectrum of the edge-guided resonators shown in
the insert of Fig. 47. The physical characteristics of these are reported in Table 5.
Assuming the periphery of the resonator to be of length L, the resonances CO occur at

bly s"= L s=1,2, 3 ..., (211)

assuming negligible curvature effects. The corresponding values of frequency co, and
wavenumber fly,s were reported in the diagrams of Figs. 46 and 48. The shaded areas
indicate the regions where the experimental data points fall. From these results, it turns
out that a value of p = 0.5 is a good approximate value for 2 < Ho < 4 kOe.

Radial Resonance Technique: Circular Case

We have just considered MIC disk resonators and assumed their radius R to be so
large as to neglect curvature effects. Curvature, however, can be taken into account if
one uses "radial" resonance techniques [23] instead of the usual transversal resonance
techniques.

Let us consider a radial transmission line characterized by radial wavenumber fr =

30(erpeff)1l2, and characteristic impedance
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Table 5 - Geometrical Characteristics of the EGW
Resonators Shown in the Insert of Fig. 47

Type of Resonator jh* R aK
____________________(radA~n)

(1) Disk - 15 66.66
(2) Circular hole - 15 66.66
(3) Rectilinear + circular 10 15 54.99
(4) Rectilinear + circular 20 10 61.09

*All lengths are in nanometers.
Note: From left to right, the vertical columns indicate
(1) the length of the rectilinear portion; (2) the curvature
radius of the circular edge; (3) AKy = 2XT/L, the increase in
longitudinal wavenumber between two successive resonances.
L is the total length of the guiding edge.

eZf (r)

Z 27rrhOf (r) (212)

where eZf (r) t Jn(Orr) for peff > 0 or , In(fBrr) for yeff < 0, and ho! is given by Eq. (181).
This transmission line extends inside the ferrite medium for 0 < r < R and at r = R joins
another transmission line characterized by

Or = g0 (213)

and
eza(r)

a 2irrhoa(r) (214)

where eza(r) K Kn(Por) and hea is defined by Eq. (181) with A2 = 0. The latter trans-
mission line extends in air for R < r < on

Let us now impose the following resonance connection at r = R:

Zf =PZa (215)

to obtain

J,(X) p2 K()
J(X) p +PPe K() (216)

Equation (216) with 0 < p < 1 is the characteristic equation for edge-guided waves
in a disk resonator. For p = 1, it coincides with Eq. (189) and represents surface-wave
propagation. For p = 0, the perfect magnetic wall case is recovered. Equation (214) can
now be plotted as a mode chart as in Fig. 42. Figure 49 represents the diagrams of
Fig. 42 completed with the 0 < p < 1 cases. Also, in this case, the actual value of p can be
determined by superimposing the experimental points on the theoretical results.
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6 7 8

Fig. 49 - Mode chart for TMO60 modes in a disk resonator (diam. 3 cm) for 0 < p < 1. Circles
indicate experimental points. (From P. de Santis, IEEE Trans. MTT-25(5), 360-367 (May 1977).
Used with permission.)

In Fig. 49, we have reported the CO6 resonant frequency as a function of Ho. From
this figure it is apparent that for Ho > 47rMs, p = 0.4 is a good approximation, while for
the unsaturated region 0.5 < p < 1. If one applies this procedure to n = 1, 2, ..., 8, the
results of Fig. 50 are obtained. From Fig. 50, one recognizes that for a saturated ferrite
p t 0.5 for X-band operation and p ; 0.35 for C-band operation.

CONCLUSIONS

The theory underlying EGW propagation has been presented. It has been shown that
z-independent, unidirectional surface waves may propagate along a ferrite semispace
bounded by a perfect magnetic wall over a frequency band that extends from zero to
infinity. If one recognizes that a perfect magnetic wall boundary condition is approxi-
mately satisfied at the edge of the RF conductor in a ferrite stripline or microstrip circuit,
one may understand why very large bandwidths are predicted for EGWs.

In practice, at least two factors limit such a large bandwidth: magnetic losses at the
low-frequency end and higher order mode excitation at the high-frequency end of pass-
bands.
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Fig. 50 - Numerical values of p as calculated from diagrams of the type shown in Fig. 49.
(From P. de Santis, IEEE Trans. MTT-25(5), 360-367 (May 1977). Used with permission.)

Both limitations were analyzed. While the former can be overcome by use of better
quality ferrites, the latter is strictly dependent on the finite reactance existing at the edge.
Dielectric loading of the edge is a means of increasing such a reactance and approaching
the perfect magnetic wall situation.

Curvature and fringing field effects introduce additional problems in the practical
realization of EGW devices. In particular, a curved edge supports leaky modes when the
curvature is concave and peff > 0 inside the ferrite.

Fringing field effects are of importance in microstrip structures and in general are,
difficult to evaluate. A semiempirical technique was presented to predict the effect of
fringing fields on the EGW dispersion curves. A fringing field parameter p was introduced,
and it was found that a numerical value of 0.5 * 0.4 was suitable for most cases of
interest. If the applied DC magnetic field points in the direction of the coordinate z-axis,
the electromagnetic field associated with an EGW is z-independent. However, it was
shown that higher order z-dependent fields may exist. These fields may be effectively
suppressed by proper choice of the ferrite's thickness.

The above results provide a deeper physical insight into the nature of EGWs and are
of great help in designing practical EGW devices.
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